or or 


7 


GE 


99 


98 


98 


197 


199 
190 
195 
195 
198 


197 
197 


199 


INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 1733 


Washington, D. C. 


June 6, 1959 


USDA Opposes Food Stamp-Food Distribution Plans 


USDA voiced strong opposition to 
five so-called food distribution bills as 
hearings opened June 4 before a Sen- 
ate Agriculture Subcommittee. 

Under consideration are 8.489 
(Cooper, Ky.), 8.585 (Aiken, Vt.), 
8.663 (Byrd, W. Va.), 8.862 Hum- 
phrey, Minn.), and 8.1884 (Kennedy, 
Mass., and 14 others). All of the pro- 
posals are intended to facilitate the 
distribution of surplus food to needy 
families. 


Clarence L. Miller, Assistant Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, said that his 
Department is in favor of continued 
full use of federal surplus foods to 
supplement the diets of needy people, 
but he criticized legislative attempts 
which would require the federal gov- 
ernment to undertake a direct food 
procurement program on a welfare 
basis. “We do not see how it could help 
but be disruptive to orderly food mar- 
keting or help from exerting an up- 
ward pressure on food prices,” Mr. 
Miller said. 


The USDA statement said that the 
stamp plan proposed in 8.585 is the 
broadest program in the various bills 
under review, and that it would work 
to place a floor under family food con- 
sumption levels by guaranteeing each 
family enough purchasing power to 
provide it with a low-cost adequate 
diet. We do not feel this to be a proper 
function of the federal government,” 
it was stated. 


The USDA also objected strongly 
to the proposed use of Section 32 funds 
to finance a direct food purchase and 
donation program beyond that re- 
quired to meet Section 32 surplus- 
removal objectives. 


8.1884 would establish a food distri- 
bution program in the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. The 
USDA pointed out that this would 
duplicate the food procurement organi- 
zation within the USDA, and objected 
to a direct food procurement program 
on a welfare basis. 


N. C. A. Research Laboratories 
Publish Annual Report 


The N.C.A. Research Laboratories 
mailed to the members this week copies 
of their annual report highlighting 
activities of the year 1958. 


The report features many photo- 
graphs and charts, with a minimum 
of printed text, so that the work of 
the Laboratories can be depicted in 
the quickest possible way. The re- 
port also serves to acquaint readers 
with members of the Laboratory staffs 
and their specific responsibilities; 
each is pictured in the surroundings 
of his work. 


Considerable progress is reported in 
many areas of research of great im- 
portance to the canning industry. Of 
special significance are the activities 
mentioned under the heading “New 
Horizons in Canning” which include, 
anong others, research projects on 


color and flavor retention in canned 
foods—two very basic factors in con- 
sumer acceptance. 


Other headings in the Lab report 
are “Better Quality through Improved 
Operations,” “Maintaining Quality by 
Control of Processing Factors,” “Pro- 
tecting the Integrity of Canned Foods,” 
“Control Methods for Preserving Qual- 
ity,” “Improving Production Effi- 
ciency,” and “Toward Better Methods 
of Waste Disposal.” 


Additional copies of the report may 
be obtained from any of the three 
N.C.A. Laboratories. 


Wage-Hour Hearings End 


Hearings on the Kennedy bill, 
S.1046, and other wage-hour legisla- 
tion were concluded June 4 by the 
Senate Labor Subcommittee, of which 
Senator Kennedy (Mass.) is chairman. 
The Subcommittee has not yet sched- 
uled an executive session on the wage- 
hour legislation. 


Advisory Group To Study 
Mexican Farm Labor Program 


Appointment of a four-man investi- 
gative team, to study and appraise the 
Mexican farm labor program, has been 
announced by Secretary of Labor 
James P. Mitchell. 


The consultants named by Mr. 
Mitchell are Edward J. Thye, former 
U. S. Senator from Minnesota, Msgr. 
George G. Higgins, National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, Glenn E. Garrett, 
chairman of the Texas Council on 
Migrant Labor, and Dr. Rufus B. von 
Kleinsmid, chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Southern California. 

Mr. Mitchell said that the consult- 
ants have been asked to pay particular 
attention to the effects of Public Law 
78, under which the United States 
enters into an agreement with Mexico 
for the employment of agricultural 
workers on U. S. farms. P.L. 78 ex- 
pires in 1961. 

According to Mr. Mitchell, the con- 
sultants will consider the impact of the 
foreign labor program on the agri- 
cultural economy and on the domestic 
work force. The consultants also have 
been asked to recommend whether the 
program should be made permanent 
and, if so, whether legislative or ad- 
ministrative changes are necessary in 
its operation. 

The consultants are expected to 
make their findings known to the Sec- 
retary before the end of the year. 


State Secretaries Receive 
Bulletin on Crops Contest 


For closer liaison and cooperation 
with the important role of the state 
secretaries in the Farm Youth activ- 
ity, the N.C.A. Consumer and Trade 
Relations Program is now putting out 
a new mimeographed bulletin en- 
titled Canning Crops Contest News. 
Issues were mailed to the state secre- 
taries on April 17 and May 15. 

Written by Mrs. Jean Schoonover of 
the Dudley-Anderson-Yutzy agency, 
the bulletins serve to keep the state 
secretaries posted as to progress and 
status of the contest, since the activ- 
ity is year-round. 

The first bulletin reported that 25 
broadcasters in Illinois, Ohio, New 
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York, Michigan, Colorado, Indiana, 
and Oregon used the recordings of in- 
terviews with the various winners 
made at the Biloxi convention of the 
National Junior Vegetable Growers 
Association. They reported the mail- 
ing of contest registration cards to 
about 2,000 vo-ag teachers in 11 states, 
and offered more cards for state secre- 
tary use. Sample of the simplified 
report form for 1959 was attached to 
one of the bulletins and a sample of a 
winning report to another. A review 
of publicity obtained for state win- 
ners in local farm publications was 
given. It was suggested that the state 
secretaries tie their 1959 activity to 
the slogan “Nature’s Best is Better 
Canned.” The activities for the 1958 
national winner during the Board 
meeting in Washington were enumer- 
ated and it was announced that re- 
quests from 88 vo-ag teachers for 
youth films to be shown in spring 
classes, had been received. 


Stage and Tennis Celebrities 
Interviewed on Canned Foods 


Edward Mulhare, leading man of 
“My Fair Lady,” will give his opinion 
of canned foods on a radio interview 
scheduled for June 10. The interview 
was arranged by Dudley-Anderson- 
Yutzy, public relations counsel for 
N.C.A., as part of the continuing Con- 
sumer and Trade Relations Program. 
Members whose locai stations are 
among the 278 that carry the program 
coast to coast may tune in. Since the 
time varies locally, members should 
consult their radio columns of June 10 
and look for the listed time and hour 
of “Celebrity Talks.” The program, 
one of a continuing series, is conducted 
by Maggi MeNellis. 


On May 29 the “Celebrity Talk” 
interview was with Billy Talbert, 
tennis champion and cover man in the 
April issue of Sports Illustrated. He 
told Miss McNellis that when his wife 
has to entertain as many as 30 unex- 
pected guests it doesn’t bother her 
because she keeps her pantry stocked 
with all varieties of canned foods. 


“Celebrity Talks” is carried by radio 
stations in all 50 states, Mexico and 
Canada. Interviewed on canned foods 
in the series thus far: stage come- 
dienne, Hermione Gingold; movie and 
TV star, Barry Sullivan; famous hat 
designer, Lily Dache; food authority, 
Mary Margaret McBride. 


Additional publicity for canned foods 
is derived from a newspaper column 
based on the radio show, which also is 
distributed across the country. 


N.C.A. Laboratory Schedules 
Microanalytical Schools 


The N.C.A. Washington Laboratory 
will again be in charge of the annual 
microanalytical schools in Indiana and 
New York. 


The Midwestern Canners’ Techni- 
cian’s School, to be held at Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Ind., will con- 
sist of two courses of instruction. The 
first two weeks, July 6-17, will be de- 
voted to instruction in the Howard 
mold count method, and the last week, 
July 20-24, will be reserved for the in- 
struction in extraneous material de- 
tection. 


The New York School will be held 
at the New York State Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Geneva, for eight 
days, July 29-August 7. The Howard 
mold count method will be taught at 
that time. However, there will be a 
meeting on the afternoon of August 
7 for packers interested in having 
their personnel trained in extraneous 
material detection. This meeting will 
cover the significance, methodology 
and equipment requirements for this 
type of analyses. If sufficient partici- 
pation is indicated, a school similar 
to that given in Indiana might be 
offered in 1960. 

These schools are conducted under 
the co-sponsorship of the N.C.A., In- 
diana Canners Association and Purdue 
University in Indiana, and N.C.A. and 
the New York State Canners and 
Freezers Association in New York. 
Instructors are furnished by N.C.A., 
Purdue, Continental Can Company, 
Heekin Can Company, and the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

More detailed information concern- 
ing the schools may be obtained from 
the state associations or from the 
N.C.A. Washington Laboratory. 


Poultry Used in Processing 


Poultry used in canning and other 
processed foods during the first four 
months of 1959 totaled 90,262,000 
pounds, 9 percent more than the 82,- 
679,000 pounds used during the same 
period of 1958, according to a report 


by the Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice of USDA. 

Jan.-April 

1958 1959 

(thousands 

of pounds) 
Young chickens............... 10,212 15,008 
Mature chickens.............. 53,580 50.872 
18,930 23,051 
7 41 


Total, Jan.-April.. 82,679 90,262 


U. K. Eases Import Controls 


The United Kingdom announced on 
May 28 a relaxation of controls over 
imports from dollar sources. Among 
the items for which import restric- 
tions are to be eased are canned de- 
ciduous fruits and canned vegetables. 


Completely freed of controls, effec- 
tive June 8, are canned vegetables, 
canned soups, canned fish, pickles and 
sauces. 

The import quotas on canned fruits 
other than citrus, apples and pine- 
apple will be raised, effective October 
1, from 42.2 million (about US$6.2 
million) to 43.2 million (about US$9 
million). 


The import quota on canned pineap- 
ple is to be increased from $350,000 to 
$378,000. Canned apples will be per- 
mitted to share in an _ increased 
“global” quota in July but the total 
quantity permitted has not been an- 
nounced. Quotas are to be raised in 
October for dried fruits. 


British TOKEN IMporT PLAN 


As a result of the liberalization of 
imports from dollar area sources, a 
number of U. S. commodities will no 
longer be subject to limited shipments 
under the British Token Import Plan, 
according to the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 


Among the items affected are canned 
soups and canned vegetables. These 
items are among those being deleted 
by the Department from the BTIP 
list. Exporters of such items will no 
longer be required to apply for quota 
shares before making shipments to 
the U. K. 


Canned Items With Chicken 


Canned peas, catsup, tomato juice, 
and lemon juice are recommended as 
components of a salad to accompany 
summer barbecued chicken, in an 
article by Beth Merriman, food editor 
of the Sunday magazine, Parade, 
scheduled for the June 14 issue. The 
article points out that broiler-fryer 
chickens are in the government's 
abundant foods list and that thousands 
of campers at the Senior Girl Scout 
Roundup at Colorado Springs will 
feature them in their July 4 barbecue. 
Miss Merriman’s article suggests that 
other citizens do likewise and gives 
instructions for both an oven-broiler 
method and an outdoor-grill method. 
In each case the recipe she recom- 
mends calls for canned peas, catsup, 
tomato juice, and lemon juice. 
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Tariff Conference in 1960 


Formal announcement has been 
made by the U. S. Department of 
State that a world tariff conference 
will be held next year, and that there 
will be tariff negotiations with the 
European Economic Community (Eu- 
ropean Common Market). 


The tariff negotiations will be con- 
ducted under auspices of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 
Contracting parties decided at their 
meeting in Geneva May 11-25 to con- 
vene the tariff conference in Septem- 
ber, 1960. The first phase of the con- 
ference will be concerned with nego- 
tiating tariffs with the EEC and with 
renegotiations with other countries. 
The second phase, beginning in Janu- 
ary of 1961, will be concerned with 
negotiations for new concessions and 
negotiations with countries wishing 
to accede to the GATT. 


The authority of the President to 
proclaim tariff reductions, under the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 
1958, will expire June 30, 1962. The 
Common Market countries are sched- 
uled to start adapting their tariffs to 
2 common tariff on January 1, 
1962. 


It is anticipated that the forthcom- 
ing negotiations will be concerned with 
United States tariff rates on a num- 
ber of canned food products. Among 
the canned foods on which tariff re- 
ductions may be requested of the U. S. 
are apple products, berries, cherries, 
peaches, citrus, beets, carrots, peas, po- 
tatoes, mushrooms, pimientos, sauer- 
kraut, soups, and pickles. 


Snap Beans for Processing 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of May 30 that the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of USDA proposes 
to revise U. S. standards for snap 
beans for canning or freezing. 


Changes are being proposed, USDA 
said, because of the trend to mechani- 
cal harvesting and the increased pro- 
duetion of french-style cut beans. 


The proposal would raise the maxi- 
mum diameter of beans in U. S. No. 1 
grade from “4-sieve” to “5-sieve” size. 
Also, a minimum diameter size would 
be established, and definitions would 
be added for broken, bruised and punc- 
tured beans. 


Interested persons have until June 
80 to submit written views and com- 
ments on the proposed standards to 
the Fresh Products Standardization 
and Inspection Branch of the AMS. 


Status of Legislation 


tural trade development 
H. 2420 (Poage of “Texas), to 


authorize long-term supply contracts, 

and other bills to amend and extend 
P. L. 480 were the subject of public 
hearings by a House Agriculture 
Subcommittee April 21-22. 


Clayton Act—S. 726 (Sparkman and 
others) to make all future orders of 
the FTC By | and to provide 
penalties of $5,000 daily for violations 
of consent decrees, was passed by the 
Senate March 18 and was the subject 
of hearings by the House Antitrust 
Subcommittee May — 

es—H. R. 4420 


Consu ex 
Zablocki authorize the 
C to conduct an investigation which 
would include a determination of what 
Food a of consumer expenditures for 
‘ood and other farm products is real- 

e farmer, the processor, 
22 and others, has been re- 
see to the House Commerce Com- 
mittee. 


H. R. 200 (Ma- 
son 5 7 om USDA 
over cooperatives’ pricing from 

to the Justice Dept has has been refer 

to Zz House Judiciary Commi 


Secretary 2 


ry has submitted a 
draft 3. of legislation to 
ensure the ultimate 1— of a 
single tax on cooperative income,” but 
bills embodying the Administration 
— have not been intro- 
ue 


Co ate tax rates—H.R. 7523, to 
extend the existing corporate normal 
tax rate and certain excise taxes for 
one Ry yi to June 30, 1960, was re- 
— by the House Ways and Means 

ommittee June 4. 


Country Life Commission—Bills 

roviding for the creation of a Coun- 
— Life Commission, to make broad 
recommendations on the total develop- 
ment of country life, were considered 
by the House Family Farms Sub- 
committee May 6-7. 


Crew leader re tion—H. R. 
5930 (Kearns of 9 8. 1778 
(Javits), to ay or registration 
of crew leaders in interstate agricul- 
recommended 

Dept.), have been 
3 to the Labor Committees. 
N. C. A. opposes. 


Fair trade—S. 1083 8 and 
Proxmire), to amend the Federal 
Trade Commission Act to authorize 
proprietors of trade-marked s to 
control the resale prices of their dis- 
tributors, has been referred to the 
Senate Commerce Committee. H. R. 
1253 (Harris of Ark.), an identical 
bill, was approved by the House Com- 
merce Committee May 14 and ordered 
reported, with am nts. 


FDA artificial Secre- 
tary of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare transmitted to Congress on May 
80 the draft of a bill designed to as- 
sist FDA in regulating the use of arti- 
ficial coloring in foods, drugs, and 
cosmetics, but bills for "that purpose 
— been introduced. 


of Vent — the doctrine of fed - 
eral pre-emption such a way that ° 
state law would not be nullified b 
federal law on the same subject un 
y ouse Ju 

—— June 2. 

was the sub- 


S. 8, a similar bil 
ject of a hearing — — > 
ciary Committee + A. 
—— 1054 ‘a. 
A number of bills de- 
— 4 to —— litate distribution of sur- 
plus foods to needy families were the 
subject of hearings by a Senate Agri- 
culture Subcommittee June 4-5. 
N. C. A. opposes (see story, page 203). 
Industrial uses—Bills to provide 
programs of research on industrial 
uses of agricultural commodities were 
the subject of public hearings by a 
House Agriculture Subcommittee Feb. 
18-20, March 2-11, and April 21-23. 
S. 690, to create an cultural Re- 
search and 
„ was reported by 
— Agriculture Committee April 


Labor- management practices — 8. 
1555 (Kennedy-Cooper), to establish 


safeguards against improper practices 
in labor organizations and in labor- 
management relations, was passed 
Senate, wi amendments, 

April 25, and is the subject of hear- 
ings by a House Labor Subcommittee. 
Marketing of potatoes—S, 17 (Smith 
of Maine), to prohibit the sale of pe 
tatoes of a lower grade than U. S. No. 
2, under pont conditions, has been 


referred to the Senate Agriculture 
Committee. 
rr of tw S. 480 ( 


En. 
gle) and H. R. 1844 (Sisk of Calif.) 
provide for controls on the market- 
ing of turkeys, have been referred to 
the Agriculture Committees. N.C.A. 
opposes application to canning. 

orders and parity—H. R. 

642 (Sisk of Calif.), to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to continue a 
marketing order in effect even — 
221 is reached, has been 

House 

88 gions—H. R. 1070 
(Ullman Calif.), to authorize the 
issuance of marketing orders on any 
or all production or marketing areas, 
* than on the smallest onal 
a has been referred to the House 
Agriculture Committee. 

Premerger notification—The Attor- 
ney General has recommended 
lation requiring prior notification 
fore corporate mergers and acquisi- 
tions where the capital involved is 
more than $10 million. S. 442 (O’Ma- 
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honey-Kefauver), to require 60 days’ 
notice prior to merger or acquisition 
of corporations having total 

value of $10 million, was approved 
by the Senate Antitrust and Monopoly 
Subcommittee May 7 and was ordered 
reported, with amendments, to the 
Judiciary Committee. 


Price increases—H. R. 4934 (Me- 
Govern of 8. D.), to require advance 
notice and public justification before 
effectuating price increases in indus- 
tries so vily concentrated that 
— or the threat of monopoly is 
present. as been referred to the House 

udiciary Committee. S. 215 (O’Ma- 
72 a similar bill, was the subject 
of pu lie hearings concluded by the 
Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Sub- 
committee May 5. N.C.A. opposes. 

H. R. 6268 (Reuss of Wis.), includ- 
ing a provision requiring the Presi- 
dent to hold public hearings on pro- 
spective or actual price or wage in- 
creases which “appear to threaten na- 
tional economic stability,” was ap- 
proved by a House Government O 
erations subcommittee April 9. N.C.A. 


opposes. 

Raw product 12 R. 1798 
(Bow of Mich.), authorize collec- 
tive bargaining between cooperative 
associations of producers or handlers 
and processors or other purchasers, 
has been referred to the House Judici- 
ary Committee. 

Robinson-Patman functional dis- 
counte—S. 315 (O’Mahoney) and H. 
R. 929 (Rogers of Colo.), to require 
price differentials to wholesalers and 
retailers according to the character of 
their selling (not their buying), have 
been referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittees. 


Robinson-Patman good faith defense 
—H. R. 11 (Patman), to restrict the 
4 faith” defense against a charge 

price discrimination, has been re- 
ferred to the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. S. 11 was approved by the 
Senate Antitrust and — Sub- 
committee May 7 and ordered re- 
ported, without recommendation, to 
the Judiciary Committee. N. C. A. op- 
poses. 


compensation—H. 
R. 3547 (Karsten of Mo.) and other 


bills to amend the Social Security Act 
with respect to unemployment com- 
— — was the subject of publie 

rings by the House Ways and 
Means Committee April 7-16 and was 
considered in executive session May 
18-14. N. C. A. opposes. 

Wage-Hour—S. 1046 (Kennedy and 
others), which includes provisions to 
terminate the 7 (b) (8), 7(c), and 13 
(a) (5) exemptions, and other bills to 
curtail exemptions and raise the mini- 
mum wage are the subject of public 
hearings begun by the Senate Labor 
Subcommittee May 7. N.C.A. opposes 
changes in the exemptions. 


S. 1085 (McNamara and Clark), to 
provide minimum wage coverage for 


hired farm labor employed by large 
farm enterprises, has been referred 
to the Senate Labor Committee. 

8. 1874 (Stennis), to define the 
“area of production” by statute and 
to broaden the application of section 
18 (a) (10), has been referred to the 
Senate Labor Committee. 

Waste disposal facilities—H. R. 322 
(Byrnes of Wis.), to authorize rapid 
amortization of waste disposal facili- 
ties and treatment works, has been 
referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee. N.C.A. supports. 


FISHERIES LEGISLATION 


Fisheries Assistance Act—A number 
of bills to provide a five-year pro- 
gram of assistance to depressed seg- 
ments of the fishing industry were 
the subject of public hearings by a 
Senate Commerce Subcommittee April 
1-2 and by the House Fisheries Sub- 
committee April 28-30 and June 4 (see 
story, this page). 

Fishermen's Protective Act—S. 971 
(Magnuson), to amend the Fisher- 
men’s Protective Act of 1954 to 
broaden protection of U. S. vessels, 
has been referred to the Senate Com- 
merce Committee. 


Mortgage and loan insurance—S. 
555 (Butler) and H. R. 3169 (Gar- 
matz of Md.), to amend the Merchant 
Marine Act to provide mo ge and 
loan insurance on the cost of work in 
U. S. shipyards, have been referred to 
the Senate Commerce Committee and 
the House MM&F Committee. 

Polluted shelifish—H. R. 1244 (Col- 
mer of Miss.), to prohibit the impor- 
tation of polluted shellfish, has been 
referred the House Ways and 
Means Cor. mittee. 

Salmon conservation 502 (Bart- 
lett-Gruening-Magnuson), to prohibit 
the importation of salmon taken by na- 
tionals of a country that permits gill 
netting at certain times and places, 
was the subject of public hearings by 


N. C. A. Favors Fish Boat 
Construction Differential 


George E. Steele, Jr., Director of the 
N.C.A. Fishery Products Division, 
testified before the House Fisheries 
Subcommittee June 4 in support of a 
proposal to extend to the builders of 
fishing vessels the same cost differen- 
tials accorded other ship builders 
through merchant marine subsidies. 


His testimony was directed to pro- 
visions in legislation that is aimed 
primarily at providing a five-year 
program of assistance to depressed 
segments of the fisheries industry, 
particularly New England. 


Mr. Steele opposed the provisions 
of the legislation that would authorize 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to make 
special loans to fish processors. The 
loan program had been opposed unani- 
mously by the Fishery Products Com- 
mittee. 


a Senate Commerce Subcommittee 
April 1-2 and May 4-5 and was con- 
sidered in executive session May 13 
but put over until the next Committee 
meeting. 

H. R. 4293 (Pelly of Wash.), for the 
same purpose, was the subject of a 
hearing by the House Fisheries Sub- 
committee May 14. 

Salmon predator—S. 1264, to extend 
and expand the program for the erad- 
ication of the sh shark on the 
Pacific Coast, was the subject of a 
hearing by the Senate Fisheries Sub- 
committee May 22. 


Tuna , R. 443 (Utt of 
Calif.), H. R. 447 (Wilson of Calif.) 
and H. R. 673 (Utt), to regulate the 
importation of tuna products, have 


been referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 
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